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BMS completing EFKY Seizure Smart 
School certification  
 

Burns Middle School students will participate in a specialized training from 8:15 to 8:45 a.m. Friday, 
March 2, as the school works toward its goal of earning certification from the Epilepsy Foundation of 
Kentuckiana (EFKY) as a Seizure Smart School. BMS has already fulfilled two of the three requirements: 
Each student with epilepsy has a seizure action plan; and for the past two years, BMS faculty and staff 
have gone through specialized training for school personnel.  
 

As part of this third component, BMS students will participate in the “Take Charge of the Facts: Seizures 
and You” training during homeroom time on Friday. (NOTE: If DCPS schools are closed on Friday, this 
training will be rescheduled to another date.) 
 

BMS principal Dane Ferguson said the training is part of the school’s commitment to empowering 
students with knowledge, not only in areas of traditional curriculum, but also with important life skills. 
“As we learn more about the various health issues and health concerns facing our students and staff, we 
want to help prepare them with the skills and knowledge needed to help a friend or co-worker in an 
emergency,” Ferguson said. “Our ultimate goal is to make the world around us a better place for 
everyone.” 
 

Wendi Kozel, R.N., serves as the DCPS health coordinator and said this training is a positive addition to 
her mission of health and wellness. “One of my goals as health coordinator is to provide resources that 
equip students, as well as staff, in recognizing and responding to health emergencies,” Kozel said. “Our 
district offers yearly seizure training for all staff. The program offered by the Epilepsy Foundation will 
assist our district in providing seizure action training and identification for our students as well. We look 
forward to continued collaboration with this Foundation.” 
 

The training will be facilitated by EFKY Western Kentucky education coordinator David Pettit. Pettit 
commended BMS leadership for their commitment to this project. “Dane Ferguson has been incredibly 
proactive in raising awareness of seizures and epilepsy in his school, and it will give me great pleasure for 
Burns Middle School to be the first school in western Kentucky to receive the Seizure Smart School 
designation,” Pettit said.  
 

Our media partners are invited to attend this training. To learn more, visit www.efky.org or contact:  
David Pettit, Western Kentucky Education Coordinator, Epilepsy Foundation of Kentuckiana, at  
270-316-3945 or dpettit@efky.org   See next page for more information from EFKY.  
 
Dane Ferguson – 270-852-7400 or dane.ferguson@daviess.kyschools.us 
 
Wendi Kozel – 270-852-7250 or wendi.kozel@daviess.kyschools.us  
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The Epilepsy Foundation of Kentuckiana staff are busy planning programs and 
events for 2018. One event to bring to your attention is our upcoming Epilepsy 
Advocacy Day. We invite you and your family to join us for this important annual 
event at the Capitol Annex in Frankfort on Wednesday, March 7, as we come 
together with others living with and impacted by epilepsy and seizure disorders to 
advocate for improved access to care, seizure smart schools, and to share your 
story to raise epilepsy awareness to Kentucky's legislators.  
  
Your voice will make a difference!  
  
Be the change to help improve access to treatment and care, which is vital to 
everyone battling seizures. If passed, Senate Bill 143 would reform Kentucky's 
prior authorization system and the issues that regularly delay and deny access to 
physician directed care and treatment for Kentuckians living with epilepsy/ seizure 
disorders. We believe that you and your physician should have full access to all 
FDA approved treatments in your fight against life-threatening seizures. If you 
believe this too, then we highly encourage you and your family to sign up to 
participate.  
  
For those with school aged children, the Epilepsy Foundation of Kentuckiana is also 
advocating for House Bill 147 - also known as the Lindsey Crunk Act. If passed, 
this bill would ensure greater support and care to Kentucky's public school students 
with seizure disorders, such as:   
  
* Ensure administration of FDA approved medications prescribed to treat seizure 
disorder symptoms;  
  
* Require students with epilepsy/seizure disorder to have a seizure action plan in 
their file and ensure that it will be distributed to any school personnel/volunteer 
responsible for the supervision or care of the student;  
  
* Require school personnel and students to be trained in seizure recognition and 
response using the Epilepsy Foundation training materials.  
  
We sincerely hope you and your family will join us at the Capitol on March 7 to 
speak up and speak out about epilepsy with your legislators. Together, we can 
evoke change for children, adults, and veterans living with epilepsy and seizure 
disorders in Kentucky! 
  
To register to attend our Advocacy Day in Frankfort to advocate for these important 
bills, visit  https://e.gesture.com/events/7ll/ 

https://e.gesture.com/events/7ll/

